
Palouse Board Meeting  

Location changed to Palouse  

March 29th, 2011 
 
This regular meeting was re-scheduled due to anticipated board member NOTE 
absences on what would have been the regular meeting date of March 31, 
2011. 
 
Mike Dymkoski called the Palouse Board to order at 7:02 PM. OPENING 

 
In Attendance: Mike Dymkoski, Ed Griner, Darin Watkins, Will Thurman, ATTENDANCE 

Brenda Boyd-Brown 
Also in Attendance: Superintendent Bev Fox and Business Manager 
Frankie Swinney  
Guest:  Mark Smith 
  
Add Item C to New Business:  Enrollment / Scheduling Discussion. CHANGES IN  
Add V.  Executive Session:  Personnel Evaluation (3 hours) AGENDA 

       
 
Accounts Payable: CONSENT AGENDA 
General Fund:  Vouchers 21238-21297 / Warrants 39925-39984 in the 
amount of  $40,710.40. 
 
ASB: Vouchers / Warrants 3688-3706 in the amount of $6470.64. 
 
Payroll: Warrants39856-39924 in the amount of $110,807.44.  Electronic 
transfer of payroll in the amount of $47,376.11 and electronic transfer of 
Federal Withholding and Social Security in the amount of $29,025.75.  
 
Will Thurman moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented 
including the minutes dated February 24, 2011. 
 
Business Manager, Frankie Swinney, presented the financial report to the NEW BUSINESS 
Board.  
 
Study and Survey Report: Superintendent/Principal Bev Fox 
Last week the committee comprised of staff and community members 
toured the building with Architect, Greg Castellaw.  The staff surveys 
were reviewed.   
Darin Watkins explained that the state's school construction funds are 
available following 30 years of receiving funds from the State Capital 
Budget. 
The next meeting is Wednesday, March 30th. At this meeting, the 
committee will review the student surveys and begin to narrow the scope 
of the project. 
Enrollment / Scheduling Discussion: Superintendent/Principal Bev Fox 



Superintendent Bev Fox is considering options for the 2011-12 elementary 
classroom configuration.  She estimates the incoming Kindergarten class 
will have 8 or 9 students.    
 
The Palouse Board was called into a three-hour Executive Session at 7:45  EXECUTIVE SESSION 

PM for Personnel Evaluation. 
 
The Palouse Board came out of Executive Session at 10:30 PM.  No action OUT 
 was taken. 
 

The Palouse Board was adjourned at 10:35 PM. ADJOURN 

 
Garfield School District 

March 31, 2011 

Regular Board Meeting 
 
Rusty Jamison called the Garfield Board to order at 7:05 PM. OPENING  
 
In Attendance: Rusty Jamison, Ken Renstrom, John Orfe,  Paul  ATTENDANCE 
Hendrickson 
 
Palouse Board: Darin Watkins, Will Thurman, Brenda Boyd-Brown 
Also in Attendance: Zane, Bev, Frankie, Neva 
 
Guests: Karlyn Swinney, Joanne McCully 
 
Changes to Agenda: none noted  
 
Accounts Payable: CONSENT 

General Fund: Vouchers 51776-51824 / Warrants 51035-51083 in the  AGENDA 

amount of $69,929.80. 
ASB: Vouchers / Warrants 1159-1165 in the amount of $1,313.21. 
Payroll: Warrants 50997-51034 in the amount of $66,145.19. Electronic 
transfer of payroll in the amount of  $50,943.51. Electronic transfer of 
Federal Withholding and Social Security in the amount of $22,993.82. 
 
It was moved by John Orfe second by Paul Hendrickson to approve the 
consent agenda as presented including the minutes of the February 24, 
2011 regular Garfield Board Meeting.  Motion passes. 
 
 
Business Manager, Frankie Swinney,  presented the Financial Report to NEW BUSINESS 
the Board. 
 
Curriculum adoption-Joanne McCully and Karlyn Swinney presented 
reading curriculum to the Board for approval.  The K-5 reading program is 
Treasures by McGraw Hill.   



It was moved by Ken Renstrom to approve the curriculum second Paul 
Hendrickson.  Motion carries. 
 
MAP Testing-Superintendent/Principal Zane Wells gave a short update on 
the testing program.  
 
Board Election Dates 2011-All positions on the Garfield Board will need 
to be filed for by June 10th, 2011. 
 
Superintendent Announcements-none at this time 
 
Rusty Jamison called the Garfield Board to recess at 7:30 PM. RECESS 

The Board reconvened at 8:45 PM. RECONVENE 

 
Rusty Jamison called the Garfield Board into a two hour Executive  EXECUTIVE  
Session at 8:45 PM.  The following items were to be discussed: SESSION 

Superintendent Evaluation 
Superintendent Contract 
 
The Garfield Board came out of Executive Session at 10:30 PM.  No OUT 
action was taken. 
 
The Garfield Board adjourned at 10:37 PM. ADJOURN 
 

 

Palouse School District #301 

Garfield School District  #302 

March 31, 2011 

Regular Joint Meeting 
 
Rusty Jamison called the Joint board to order at 7:40 PM. OPENING 
 
Item B: New Business Traci Sanderson volunteer Garfield MS CHANGES IN 

Item C: Randy Perkins request for leave of absence AGENDA 
Item D: Washington Learning source 
Item E: HS ASST Volleyball-Genna Palmer 
Strike Old Business from the agenda.  
 
Approval of Minutes: dated February 24, 2011 CONSENT  
 AGENDA 
Second Reading-Policies/Procedures: 0100, 2020, 2022, 2022P, 2025, 
2025P, 2165, 2165P, 2412, 3410 
 
Small Works Roster-updated and in packets to board members. 
 
Volunteers: Mark Sawyer and Danielle Cole:  MS/HS Track,  
Robert Lopez-HS Baseball 
 



Board Operating Procedures: updated and in packets to board members. 
 
Resolution #172 Palouse and #145 Garfield - Annual Request for 150 
Credit hour Exemption/Block schedule 
 
It was moved by Ken Renstrom seconded by Brenda Boyd-Brown to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion carries. 
 
Superintendent/Principal Bev Fox and Superintendent/Principal Zane REPORTS 
Wells presented written reports to the boards. 
 
Joint Board Evaluation/Long Range Planning-will be collected in April NEW BUSINESS 
and will be placed as an agenda item on the May agenda. 
 
Volunteer in MS: Traci Sanderson volunteer-pending background check.   
Brenda-Boyd Brown moved to approve the volunteer pending a 
background check.   Ken Renstrom seconded the motion.  Motion carries. 
 
Randy Perkins is requesting a leave of absence from his bus driving 
position for the rest of the 2010-2011 school year due to medical reasons.    
It was moved by Ken Renstrom to approve the leave of absence and will 
be looking forward to his return.  Darin Watkins seconded.  Motion 
carries. 
 
Superintendent Announcements-none at this time 
 
Washington Learning Sources-The two districts can purchase computer 
software from the company at discount prices.  Board approval is needed 
to join the Co-op to purchase.  Ken Renstrom moved to approve joining 
the Co-op.  Paul Hendrickson seconded.  Motion carries 
Will moved for Palouse to approve joining the Co-op seconded by Brenda 
Boyd-Brown.  Motion carries.  
 
HS Asst. Volleyball coach-Genna Palmer- it was moved by Ken Renstrom 
second Will Thurman.  Motion carries. 
 
With there being no further business the Joint Board was called to recess  RECESS 
at 8:00 PM. 
 

 
PALOUSE SCHOOL DISTRICT #301 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

4/12/2011 
 
 
 

Mike Dymkoski called the Palouse School Board meeting to order at OPENING  
7:00 pm. 
 



Present: Palouse board members Brenda Boyd-Brown, Will ATTENDANCE   
 Thurman, Mike Dymkoski, Darin Watkins, Ed Griner  
 
 
Also Present: Palouse Superintendent/Principal Bev Fox and Business  
 Manager Frankie Swinney.  
 
Guests: Tim Coles, Robin Woltering, Chris Bofenkamp, Tracy 

Milano, Melanie Burt, Jennifer Marcus, Cheri & Gary 
Brunner, Kara & Russ McClanahan, Kevin & Katie 
Snekvik, Jessica Garceau, Paul Hendrickso, Rusty Jamison, 
Don Holbrook, Vickie Griner, Dauphnie Marotto, Andree’ 
Marcus-Rader, Diane Main, Cam & Amy Heusser, Tereasa 
Hemphill, Kay Tronsen, Wil Edwards & Andra Edwards, 
John & Stacey Sykes, Jens Hegg, Noel Jones, Torrey 
Beeson, Lindsay Flodin, Jonelle Olson, Brett & Shyla 
Lisenbee, Debbie Gilbertson, Chris & Heather Gilbertson, 
Amber Heath, and Heather Beckner. 

 
Agenda Changes:  None CHANGES IN 
 AGENDA  

     
Chairman Dymkoski stated that since the inception of the daycare in 2003 
it has  DAYCARE 
operated with a deficit.  The current year (2010-11) deficit is more 
significant and DISCUSSION 
the board needs to take a serious look at whether the daycare is viable to 
the district.   The board would listen to the guests comment and would 
make a decision by a vote after the comment session has been closed. 
 
Mr. Dymkoski said in 2006 the district had two administrators.  Due to a 
RIFfing situation, we currently have one administrator.  This has stretched 
the administration thin.  This has been a factor in the management of the 
daycare. 
 
Mrs. Fox gave a brief history of the Little Sprouts Daycare and stated that 
the center is presently full. 
 
Kevin Snekvik asked why the daycare is running with negative numbers.  
Mr. Dymkoski replied that there are several reasons.  Tuition not being 
collected and staffing are the main reasons.  The mismanagement is also a 
factor.  Chairman Dymkoski stated that perhaps the school district is not 
the best entity to run the daycare.  Perhaps a non-profit, or private 
organization would be interested in taking the daycare over or share the 
burden with the district. 
 
John Sykes asked the board if this is a done deal, or if they had some time 
to find something that might work 



 
Board member, Darin Watkins said the board has diverse opinions.  He 
feels the daycare is an important component of our community, but he is 
not sure of the level that the school district should be involved. 
 
Torrey Beeson asked if the school board would be willing to help someone 
get the daycare started.  She said this would be a “win-win” situation for 
the community and school district. 
 
John Sykes asked for clarification on the vote the board would take. 
 
Mr. Dymkoski said the vote would be based upon one of two motions: 

1. Discontinue the daycare by _______(date) 
2. The feasibility of running a community daycare / outside vendor. 

 
Wil Edwards asked if the district has considered a 3rd party auditor 
reviewing the daycare operations.  Mr. Dymkoski said the board has 
thought about this. 
 
Russ McClanahan said that closing the daycare in two months is too soon 
for parents to find alternatives for their children.  It is just like closing 
immediately. 
 
Board member, Will Thurman said the daycare has a cash flow problem.  
To run a viable business, you have to make tough decisions. 
 
Mr. Dymkoski stressed that the district cannot let the operation of the 
daycare affect our K-12 education. 
 
Angie Griner stated that the district has not filled positions that have been 
vacated during the current school year.  If it weren’t for the daycare 
deficit, couldn’t we have re-filled these positions? 
 
Torrey Beeson said that by hiring a 3rd party audit of daycare operations, 
this would only increase the negative numbers the district is already 
facing. 
 
Lindsay Flodin works in Pullman and lives in Garfield.  She patronizes the 
daycare and our local grocery store.  She always pays on time, but was 
upset when she received a bill with errors in it.  Closing of the daycare 
would have a huge impact on her family. 
 
Board member Darin Watkins was asked what he would do if the daycare 
closed since he is as a parent who uses the daycare.  He stated his kids 
would not be in this district. 
 
Kara McClanahan stated the teachers in the daycare are exceptional, but 
their kids would go to Pullman if the daycare closed. 



 
Andra Edwards said they have known for only two weeks that the daycare 
was in trouble.  They would like to have more time; this is too fast. 
 
Mr. Dymkoski said there would be equally or more people that believe the 
K-12 educational system is our obligation. 
 
Jens Hegg agreed this was sprung on them too fast.  Partnering will take 
time.  The daycare impacts the entire community.  He requested a vote to 
allow them some more time. 
 
Mr. Snekvik said the billing is atrocious, but does not hold the board 
responsible. 
 
Jens Hegg asked if the “acceptable” deficit is no longer acceptable. 
 
Brenda Boyd-Brown asked what level of deficit is acceptable to you as a 
taxpayer. 
 
Garfield board chairman Rusty Jamison stated that he and fellow board 
member Paul Hendrickson were there because Garfield and Palouse are 
partners in a co-op.  They understand the daycare has helped Garfield 
community and the Garfield School at the expense of the Palouse School 
District.   Garfield is presently looking into partnering with the community 
for a daycare.   
 
Mr. Hendrickson asked if it is known how much money that has been 
billed, has not been collected on an annual basis.  
 
Business Manager, Frankie Swinney stated the daycare has always been 
responsible for the center’s billing. The business office is responsible for 
the district’s annual reporting of all revenue and expenditures specific to 
the daycare. 
 
Torrey Beeson said that having “drop-in” or “part-time” rates are a luxury.  
Are the patrons of the daycare willing to pay for “full-time”? 
 
Tracy Milano stated she is willing to pay according to the fee schedule.  
She said she would pay full-time even if their child were part-time.  She 
feels obligated to the daycare. 
 
Mr. Dymkoski said there are risks to the district both ways.  Continued 
district involvement with the daycare may force the district to lose 
programs. 
 
John Sykes would like to accomplish a win-win situation for the district 
and community. 
 



Ed Griner stated that with the state budget cuts and declining enrollment, 
the district is facing $120,000 less in revenues. 
 
Rusty Jamison said 4-hours for the supervisor position is not enough time 
to do the accounting and supervising of the daily operations.  However, he 
realizes that it is not cost effective to add more time for the supervisor. 
 
Cheryl Brunner stated how much she has enjoyed working at the daycare. 
 
Several public comments were made referring to the current supervisor, 
Dauphnie Marotto, and the good job that she is doing. 
 
Will Edwards said they moved back to this area because of his wife’s 
good education at Garfield-Palouse.  They are willing to make a financial 
commitment to make it work. 
 
Superintendent Fox stated the district reviews the daycare financial status 
every month.  Fee schedules have been compared with other daycares in 
the area.  The intent of the daycare was never to be a moneymaker, but to 
provide a service to our community and to keep children in our district.  
Mrs. Fox has analyzed staffing and operational costs.   She says the 
daycare needs to bill according to the fee schedule and review food costs.  
Each board member thanked the community for expressing their concerns 
and their perspective on the daycare. 
 
Mr. Watkins stated that historically in 2000 we had a lot of kids.  We 
advertised and added a full day kindergarten.  The district should support 
some level of daycare.  To abandon all support would not be good. 
 
Chairman Dymkoski asked that the comments be closed and the board 
would move forward with discussion. 
 
Chairman Dymkoski asked the board for a motion regarding the future 
operation of Little Sprouts. 
 
Ed Griner made a motion for a task force to be formed consisting of two 
Palouse board members and five community members.  The task force 
will bring their proposal for continued operation of the daycare to a special 
board meeting on May 19th.  Ed Griner seconded the motion.  
 
Mr. Jamison asked for Garfield to help on this task force.  This is a joint 
effort.   
 
Mr. Thurman asked for city government and the Chamber of Commerce to 
join the task force.  
 
The task force will consist of board members Darin Watkins and Brenda 
Boyd-Brown.  Don Holbrook, Lindsay Flodin, Kara McClanahan, Wil 



Edwards, Jonelle Olson, and Jens Hegg will represent the community on 
the task force. 
 
Brenda Boyd-Brown made a motion to grant Superintendent Fox the 
ability to bill according to the fee schedule.  Will Thurman seconded the 
motion.  All board members voted “yes”, except for Darin Watkins who 
voted “no”.  Motion passed. 
 
Mrs. Fox will follow the tuition schedule for the April billings.   She will 
provide the board a recommendation for handling past due accounts to the 
April 28th board meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:22 p.m. ADJOURN 

 
Garfield School District #302 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

April 20, 2011 
 
Rusty Jamison called the Special Board Meeting to order at 7:00 PM. OPENING 
 
In Attendance: Rusty Jamison, Paul Hendrickson, Ken Renstrom, Craig Cochran, ATTENDANCE 
Brenda Boyd-Brown, Mike Dymkoski 
 
Also in Attendance: Superintendent/Principal Zane Wells 
 
Guests: Warren Neal, Jared Pfaff 
 
 
The Garfield Board discussed the future of the Palouse Daycare and the 
possibility of a Garfield daycare. 
 
No action was taken. 
 
The Special Board Meeting was adjourned at 9:10 PM. ADJOURN 
 
 


